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thereof to be pa id by the Merchant. %, 


I, T- Wine-Merchants Trade up to the heighth of their (great! impaired) Stocks and Credit, and although the addition of 30 5. up- 


on a Tun of Wine may ſeem ſmall, yet it will ſubſtract no leſs then 270001, per annum out of the Merchants Stocks, which they muſt 

ay in lieu of about 12 or 13000 l. per awww, which the Retailers paid for their Wine Licenſes for that Revenue, as we are credibly 
informed never in the higheſt year yielded more; the payment of which 27000 l. will enforce them for want thereof to trade for about 
100000 |, per annuum leſs then now they do, which will not only be their loſs, and a further ſtep to their ruine, but the King alſo will ſuffer in his 
- Cuſtoms, LETS —_ 
2. The Cuſtoms upon Wines are already ſo exceeding high (even above the firſt coſt of their Wine) that Forreign Princes have taken notice and 
complained thereof; and we doubt not, but verily believe and expect, that an additional payment upon the Importer of Wine, will occaſion and 
induce thoſe Princes to encreaſe their Cuſtoms upon our Commodities and Manufactures imported into their Kingdoms, and ſo the Merchant will 
not only ſuffer a double miſchief and ruine, and Trade thereby leſſened, but alſo the whole Kingdom will ſuſtain great damage in vending their 
Commodities and Manufactures. | : . 

3. The Cuſtoms upon W ines are already ſo high, that the Merchants after all their great courage, hazards, perils and loſſes in forreign parts by 
Sea; and after arrival, are forꝰd to ſeil their choiceſt Wines at the Retailers Prizes for money to pay the Cuſtoms , which Wine they compound 
and mix with mean decaying Wines, and other Ingredients, to their great advantage: the addition of 270001, per a will prove an exceeding 
preſſure upon the Merchants, and no leſs difficult for them to raiſe and multiply their neceſſities, and farther enable Retailers of VVine to prey 
upon them, and to encreaſe their ſaid evil compoſitions, | | 

4. That a Grant of Tonnage upon Merchants Importation of Wine, or any other Commodities, was never given to any in Exglas d but to the 
King, as Soveraign Lord, for protecting them in their Traffique at Sea and Land; nor is it granted to any other perſon in any part or place in the 
World where we have been or traded, but to the Soveraign, upon this general equity of protecting them in their Commerce: And we humbly 
hope this Honorable Houſe will not be preyailed with to make a Preſident berein. 

5. If the Revenue of Wine-Licenſes be diſſolved, the number of Vintners will be exceſſive. In A 1636. when England abounded moſt in 
wealth, there were not above 2500 Taverns, and Wines were bought cheap beyond Sea, and not for ready money, but in Barter for other Com- 
modicies, During the Diſorders, all who would ſold Wine without Licenſe , and though the wars had exhauſted the Kingdom, yet about Anne 
1660. the number of Vintners was encreaſed unto about 4200, (beſides many untold, which were leſs obſervable ) which produced greater im- 
portations of Wine bought at enhaunced prizes, and not in Barter, but moſtly for ready money ; to the Merchants damage , which Wines. were 
bought up and vended, through the multitude of Vintners, at exceſſive prizes, which we muſt fay is one of the great Leaks through which much 
of our wealth for this laſt 25 years hath iſſued, 3 

6. The Revenue of Wine-Licenſes proceedeth not out of the ſober uſe of Wine in the houſes of the Nobility and Centry, who uſually have 
their Wines at the firſt hand, but upon the more extravagant expence thereof in Taverns; and there alſo nothing amp, but every man doth 
limit his owa expence and payments; but if this Revenue be diſſolved, and double the value thereof be charged upon the Merchant, it will reach 
all perſons and uſes without diſtinction. ; 

7. The Retailers of Wine were become ſo numerous and skilful in that hurtful Art of vitiating Wine, that the A 
Crown with this Revenue of Wine-Licenſes, doth not only reſtrain the number, by appointing them to pay for Lic but alfo doth ſomewhar 
chaſtiſe chem for their ſaid unlawful praRiſes : but if this Revenue of Wine-Licenſes be diſſoſved, then the number will enereaſe, to the debanch- 
ing and conſuming of the Subject, and the ſaid Caſtigation will be removed. B+ by ; 

9. The psofits ariſing by V Vine-Licenſes is an antient Revenue belonging to the Crown, and though (till of late) imp&ſRd only by Prerogative; 
yet it uppeared ſo maniteſtly equal and neceſſary, that it was admitted vrithour the leaſt oppoſition in the moſt ſtormy and adverſe times; therefore 
it is hoped the Retai'ers of Wine ſhall not be diſcharged from paying this their antient duty, which hath endured all weathess, and an Impoficion 
laid upon the depreſſed Merchants. — | 

9. ſhe Revenue of Wine-Licenſes ariſeth out of the vaſt gains of Retailers of Wine, whoſe beginnings,though very mean, yet in ſhort time they 
arrive to great Eſtates, and are obſerved within theſe laſt 25 years (wherein all other Traders have decayed) to hade made more purchaſes then 
any other Traders in Anand, yet by their earneſt applications have brought an additional duty upon the Merchant, and now deſign to encreaſe 
the ſame, to free themſelves from paying for Licenſes, : 

10. The Merchants Eſtates are uſually either in forreign parts, or in Retailers hands, or elſe floating on the Seas, and expoſed unto amazing 


— 


much ready money, but alſo having their Cellars full of Wine, can value themſelves thereon at pleaſure: If the Merchant ( though under this 
— ge) mult find money to pay vaſt Cuſtoms, yet it is hoped the ſams ſhall not be encreaſed to free Retailers of Wine from paying their 
aMmient G1:V,. 

11, The Reverue of Wine-Licenſes, as now placed, is to be paid by about 3000 perſons , who are Retailers of Wine, which can hardly be felt 
amongſt ſv many; but if in lieu thereof an Impoſition be upon the Merchant, the — will be paid out of the Purſes of a very few, who are al- 
ready very much burthened, and will be unto them an exceeding addition to their preſent payments and ſufferings, and but ſmall for the Retail- 
ers to pay, and no more then what they paid antiently, s : | 

12. If the Revenue ariſing by Wine-Licenſes be diſſolved, it will inf: inge the antient Liberties and Ptiviledges of all the Corporations in Eng- 
, who have power by the AR 7 Edward: 6, to gtant Licenſes unto Retailers to ſell Wine to be drank and ſpent out of their houſes: As alſo 
deprive very many Pactentees (who have paid great ſums for their Patents, and (as we are informed) have now ſome good allowance in the Rent 
of the ir Licenſes, in confideration thereof) for they who have Patents, and they who have none, will be equally free to retail Wine, to the pre- 
jadice of the wealth and welfare of the K ingdome. ; | 


Object, Ve know it will be objefled, That when Trade is free and open it comes moſf profitable beth to King and Subj ell. 

Anſw. This holds true in Merchandize, generally uſe full and neceſſary; but where the Merchandize is a coſtly and luxurious ſuperſluity, 
the more free the trade is, the more it conſumeth and deſtroyeth the Subjeck, who had better give 7 King treble the value of what he may 
have by opening ſuch a trade, then to have ſo much Wealth conſumed in ſo great a ſu rfluity; and if it be neceſſary by Licences to reſtrain 
the number of Traders in Ale and Beer,a Native neceſſary and cheap Commodity, and leſs apt to produce exceſs, then ſure it is much more no- 
cellary by Licences to reſtrain the number of Vintners, who deal in a coſtly luxurious forraign Commodity, deth much more to 
rern. s 


. * . , | he 
2. 2 man be objetted, that it wil br a great burthen for Retaylers of Wine at the ſame tims to pay the new Impoſirion, 
we anſwer. b 


2 


Reaſons humbly propounded againſt diſſolving the Antient Revenue ariſing by Wine- 
© Licences, and impoſing thirty ſhillings, or any other ſum, upon a Tun of Wine, in lieu 


12 Carol; 2, inveſting the 


V 


hazards. and themſelves poſſeſt of little elſe then empty Warehouſes, and cannot procure money as Retailers of Wine may., who not only take 


menu Te which 


That the payment for Wine Licences is out of their great gain ariſing upon the Sale of Wine, at the preſent Prizes, fo it is no burthen upon 


them and the Honourable Houſe of Commons have allowed them 4 d. upon the quart of French Wine, and 64,. t ot S 
wine to defray the new impoſitiou, which will fully do the . *. beit 4— for payment d, upon the quar pa niſh- 
and how can they then be looſers? If neceſſary we could preſent a Clue which would) d unto:auc 
and that N eb „hall farchy 4ncreal the derchyats FRE . bat * 
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